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òExpression of the artsña vital link to our culture and historyó 
FALL 2009 

Sahtu in the Arts 2009         

One of the Sahtu Regionõs biggest arts related initiatives, òSahtu in the Artsó, took place 

in Yellowknife from July 14 ð 16,, 2009. The show featured visual artists and performance 

artists from across the Sahtu Region who travelled to Yellowknife to showcase their 

products and talents. This event also took place in conjunction with the International 

Health Conference. The goal of  this event was to promote, enhance, and increase the 

awareness of Arts and Fine Crafts from the Sahtu Region.  
 

 This was achieved through two events, a gallery reception show and demonstration at 

Northern Images Art Gallery and an evening of performance at the Prince of Wales 

Museum. Both events were a success.  
 

Approximately 175 people attended the Northern Images Art Gallery evening 

reception with another 200 people following the next day.  
 

Sahtu visual artists Richard Andrew, Bertha Kenny, Gina Neyelle, Mary Barnaby, Janet 

Grandjambe, Judy Lafferty, and Betty Takazo Jr. were on -hand to demonstrate their 

talents and sell their work .                                                                 Story continued on page 5.  
 

 

 

 

òTo secure the stability 

of a vibrant arts sector 

that is integral to the 

economic, social, and 

cultural fabric of the 

NWT, and contributes 

positively to the quality 

of life within the NWT.ó 
 

- Vision of the  

Northwest Territories Arts 

Strategy  

Traditional Sahtu artist Mary Barnaby shows off her hand-made creations while she works on another.  A.Mountain/GNWT 



Page 2 

FESTIVALS, EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOUR HOST FIRST NATIONS (FHFN) IS CALLING FOR ALL 

ABORIGINAL ARTSTS across Canada to apply to  participate in 

the Artisan Village during the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Winter Games  

February 12 to 28, 2010.  

The FHFN, in partnership with VANOC, is seeking experienced and 

talented Canadian Aboriginal artists and artisans interested in 

participating in the Artisan Village and Business Showcase during the 

2010 Winter Games. This program will include First Nations, Inuit and 

Métis artists and artisans from a variety of professional levels, 

backgrounds and styles. Applications must be received no later than 

September 30, 2009.  

For more information contact:  

Rosi Niedermayer  

Director, International Business, Economic Development, and 

Sustainability  

Four Host First Nations E-mail: rosi.fourhostfirstnations@gmail.com  

Website: www.fourhostfirstnations.com  

 

WINTERERõS GATHERING AND ARCTIC FILM FESTIVAL  

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
 

The North House Folk School, an educational non -profit organization 

located in Grand Marais, Minnesota (MN), USA, is now accepting film 

screening nominations for the Wintererõs Gathering & Arctic Film 

Festival that will take place from November 19 -22, 2009 in Grand 

Marais, MN.  

 

This multi-day educational event is a celebration of the crafts, 

customs, landscape, history and stories of winter travel and traditional 

life ways in the north. Winter travel enthusiasts and northern culture 

admirers merge on the North House campus for four days of winter 

travel seminars, courses and workshops complemented by a number 

of inspiring thought -provoking international films about life in the 

arctic.  Film nominations will be accepted no later than  

October 1, 2009.  
 

For more information , please contact:  
 

Scott Pollock, Program Director  

Phone: (218) 387 -9762 

E-mail: spollock@northhouse.org  

Web:  http://www.northhouse.org  

NORTHERN LIFE MUSEUM FALL EVENTS 

Fort Smith, NT 

Mini Fabric Landscape Workshop  

September 5 -6, 2009 

This workshop will be lead by Christine Aubrey at the museum.  

 

Art Exhibits:  

 

September  2009 ð Robert Burke, Métis Artist  

October 2009 ð TRASHtastic!  An eco -art challenge.  

December 2009 ð Fort Smith Click! Photography Club For more 

information contact the Laurie Young at the Northern Life Museum by 

phone at: (867) 872 -3065 

INUVIK CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 
November 27 -29, 2009 

Midnight Sun Recreation Complex  

For more information please contact the Town of Inuvik by phone at: 

(867)777-8638 or by E-Mail:   gnaf@town.inuvik.ca  

COLLECTIVE OF NWT VISUAL AND PERFORMERING 

ARTISTS  SELECTED FOR 2010 OLYMPICS 

 
10 visual artists and 14 performing artists from the Northwest 

Territories (NWT) will receive the opportunity of a lifetime ð the 

chance to showcase their talents at the 2010 Olympic Winter 

Games in Vancouver.  

 

Minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment Bob McLeod says the 

participation of NWT artists at the Vancouver Olympics will 

strengthen national and international awareness of NWT art, 

highlighting traditional arts and fine crafts, and will serve to 

promote the NWT as a preferred destination to live, invest and ,of 

course, visit.  

 

The vision for NWT performances at the Vancouver Olympics 

included representing the various regions of the NWT, 

demonstrating a variety of traditional and current performance 

styles, providing a mentorship element for the development of 

newer Northern talent, and creating a show that would 

encourage people to want to live, work and play in the NWT.  

 

òThese performances will not only show the world what our 

performing artists can do, they will encourage mentorship and 

development within our arts community,ó Commented Minister of 

Education, Culture and Employment Jackson Lafferty. 

òShowcasing our Northern talent is part of the Government of the 

Northwest Territoriesõ plan to maximize opportunities by promoting 

the NWT as a place to live, invest and visit.ó 

NWT PERFORMING ARTISTS:  
Gerry Antoine, Dene Drums, Fort Simpson  

Tiffany Ayalik, Storyteller, Yellowknife  

Brendan Callas, Keyboards, Backup Vocals, Yellowknife  

Norm Glowach, Drums, Backup Vocals, Yellowknife  

Leanne Goose, Vocalist, Inuvik  

Wesley Hardisty, Fiddler Fort Simpson  

Aaron Hernandez, Vocalist, Yellowknife  

Richard Lafferty, Fiddler, Hay River  

Sophie Leger Vocalist, Guitar, Harmonica, Djembe, Yellowknife  

Greg Nasogaluak, Guitar, Yellowknife  

Theresa Pamplin, Vocalist, Yellowknife  

Gary Tees Bass, Yellowknife  

Karen Zaidan Vocalist, Keyboard, Fort Smith  

A 14th performer, a jigger, TBC.  

 

NWT VISUAL ARTISTS:  
Brandy Wilson, photography, Fort Smith  

Cecile Deneyoua, traditional arts/tufting, Hay River  

Mary Okheena, printmaking, Uluhaktok  

Elizabeth  Drescher, traditional sewing, Inuvik  

Janet Grandjambe, traditional arts/beadwork, Fort Good Hope  

Lucy Yakelaya, traditional arts/beadwork, Fort Good Hope  

Jennifer Walden, painting, Yellowknife  

Jamie Look, jewellery, Yellowknife  

Karen Cumberland, birchbark basketry, Fort Liard  

John Sabourin, carving/painting, Fort Simpson  

 

**Read more about the visual artists contingent on Page 6 of this 

newsletter.  

mailto:rosi.fourhostfirstnations@gmail.com
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WHAT THE REGIONAL INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND INVESTMENT (ITI) OFFICES HAVE BEEN DOING TO SUPPORT THE ARTS  IN THEIR COMMUNITIIES 

NORTH SLAVE/HEADQUARTERS REGION 

The Arts and Fine Crafts Section is gearing up for community visits to the Dehcho, South Slave and Inuvik Regions.  Informati on sessions will 

be held in Enterprise, Fort Resolution, Fort Providence, Fort Liard and Tuktoyaktuk and will focus on programs and services o ffered by ITIõs 

Arts Section, such as the NWT Arts Branding Logo Program and NWT Artists Database. In addition, staff will lead a, ôPricing your Artworkõ 

workshop and present artists with a fair pricing model to help them determine fair pricing methods.  
 

The North Slave Region continues to provide funding assistant through the Support for Entrepreneurs and Economic Development (SEED) 

Policy. SEED supports self-employment activities aimed at traditional economy, arts, film etc.  For more information about the S EED Policy 

contact your North Slave Economic Development Officer at: (867) 920 -8967. 

SOUTH SLAVE REGION 

 

The South Slave Region has completed 7 regional art displays that showcase artists work from the South Slave Region.   Contact 

information for each artist is available on the showcase card beside the featured piece.   In Hay River you can view display case s at the 

airport, Ptarmigan Inn and the Chamber of Commerce Visitor Information Centre.   In Fort Smith they are located at the airport, W ood 

Buffalo Nation Park and Fort Smith Visitor Information Centre. The Northern Life Museum and the Community Recreation Centre.  
 

ITIõs South Slave employees continue working to create a greater awareness of the NWT Arts Branding Logo Program and the NWT Arts 

Database.   ITI has received several completed Arts Registration Forms from regional artists. Please contact  

Tina Pischinger  at: (867) 872 -6439 or by emailing tina_pischinger@gov.nt.ca . to learn more about arts programming.  

DEHCHO REGION 

The Dehcho Regional office was very busy this summer. From the end of July to the beginning of August, Economic Development O fficer, 

Martina Norwegian, who is based out of the Fort Simpson,  traveled to communities throughout the Dehcho  to introduce new and   

existing programs and services to artists and community members. Martina has noticed an increase in interest and program part icipants 

each time she makes these visits into the communities.  
 

Dehcho traditional artists are busy harvesting and gathering their raw materials from the land so that they have lots of supp lies to create 

beautiful pieces of art and traditional warm clothing for the cold winter months ahead. The arrival of Fall is also the start  of  another new 

school year for many residents in the Dehcho and the Traditional Arts Certificate Program at Aurora College will commence at the   

beginning of September with the objective to teach young and old traditional skills and art forms. For more information about  th is  

program please visit the College website at: www.auroracollege.nt.ca  

INUVIK REGION 

Arts and Culture continue to be highlighted activities throughout the Beaufort Delta communities.  Summer 2009 was an extreme ly busy 

time for artists of all mediums, with many opportunities arising as a result of the direct involvement and participation of t he ITI.  In June, ITI 

was a sponsor of the 9 th annual Inuvik Petroleum Show where visitors were afforded an opportunity to purchase works of art and  

participate in cultural activities such as Drum Dancing and experiencing traditional foods.   ITI has always been a major con tributor to the 

Great Northern Arts Festival, and for 10 days in July over 60 visual and performing artists gathered in Inuvik to celebrate n orthern art and 

culture.     

 

In August, Inuvik played host to two other ITI sponsored events, the 40 th annual Circumpolar Northern Games and the End of the Road 

music Festival.    On November 4, 2009, Inuvik and ITI will play host to the Olympic Torch Relay.  This will be a once in a l ife -time opportunity 

for people in the Beaufort Delta to be involved in the Olympic Torch Relay and will afford an opportunity to showcase local a rt and cul-

ture.     ITI is also a major sponsor and driving force in the Inuvik Christmas Craft Fair scheduled for November 27 ñ29, 2009.  The Craft Fair 

combines both traditional clothing and crafts, and contemporary art, and provides a showcase for dozens of Beaufort Delta art ists to 

display and sell their creations.   

SAHTU REGION 

With the help of many contributing artists, youth and community members of the Sahtu Region, the communities of Deline, Tulit a a nd Fort 

Good Hope are each home to a beautiful mural. This ITI initiative was lead by summer student and local artist Antoine Mountai n. The main 

goal and objective of this project was to provide a bright, visually stimulating mural for all to enjoy that was collectively  ma de by its  

people.  

The mural in Fort Good Hope was placed in the new band office complex. In addition to this mural, a banner was also made for the  

annual Woodblock Music Festival.  The mural in Tulita was placed inside the new school and the mural in Deline was placed at the   

Cultural Centre.  

mailto:tina_pischinger@gov.nt.ca
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òI was born in Deline, Northwest Territories, and have lived all my life here along with my 

husband, and two children and five grand -children.  

At a very young age, my dad gave me his strong words that I shouldn't depend on 

anyone to teach me how to sew or cut -up patterns. This was very difficult for me, but  I 

really thought about it and agreed that he was right and that is when I started to teach 

myself how to sew. Nobody taught me directly and I learned as I went.  Throughout the 

years I taught myself  to make a beaded moose -hide jacket, slippers, mukluks, parkas, 

mitts and gloves. I even learned how to fix and tan a moose -hide.  

My goal is to gain more skills and work towards traditional knowledge.  I am currently 

working for Kingland Ford as a camp cook.  My kitchen is set up only five 

minutes away from Deline, where I spend each day cooking up a full meal  

schedule.  

After work I try to rush home just to sew.  Sewing makes me relaxed and calm.  I sew with my creative 

thoughts and come up with new ideas every day.  I really thank my dad for his words of wisdom, which is 

what I learned by and have accomplished many things in life for.  I even help my friends and ladies who 

are willing to learn sewing.ó 

For more information about Gina and other artists of the NWT please visit her profile at: www.nwtarts.com  

FEATURED ARTIST: Gina Neyelle  

 

 

 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
 

NWT Artistsõ Newsline keeps the NWT Arts Community informed on upcoming festivals and events, 

announcements,  

artists profiles and much more.  
 

If you want your event publicized, or if you are an NWT  artist who is interested in being showcased in our 

Featured Artists section,  

please contact us at:  
 

   Phone Toll Free: 1-877-445-ARTS  (2787)  E-mail: nwtarts@gov.nt.ca or 
   Visit our website: www.nwt arts.com  

Beaded gloves with beaver fur on moosehide. 

Gina at her home in Deline, NT 

In January 2009, a new initiative started in the South Slave Region. The South Slave Divisional Education Council 

received funding through the Federal Government to provide a program for at -risk youth that focused on the Arts. 

The intent of this program is to provide opportunities in the performing arts to channel potentially dangerous at -risk 

behavior into productive and personally rewarding pursuits, with the goal of reducing crime.   

In the past eight months; youth, their parents and other community members have had the opportunity to 

participate in a growing number of activities designed to satisfy almost everyoneõs creative needs. The coordinator 

has organized a variety of workshops, seminars and high interest events focused on helping at -risk youth and others 

discover and nurture untapped talents in the area of performing arts.  
 

PROGRAM ACTIVITIES AND PRESENTATIONS OFFERED SINCE JANUARY 2009: 

Drama Workshop with Jani Lauzon,   Mask Making Workshop with Douglas Witt, 

Guitar, Bass and Drum Workshop with Jamie Chabun from òState of the Artó , Rock 

Star 101 and Song Writing Workshops with Veronica Johnny from òThe JOHNNYSó,  

Puppet and Mask Making with Ria Coleman and Jolene Bourque, Mosaic Making 

with Lori Robinson and Jolene Bourque, Missoula Childrenõsõ Theatre Drama 

Production , Photography and Journalism Course with the Slave River Journal 

Reporters, Lute Workshop with world renowned Lutenist, various Bullying Workshops , 

Drama Production and Storytelling Workshop, and finally, a Motivational Speaking 

and Rap Performance by an ex Aboriginal Gang Leader.  

For more information about this program please contact: Jolene Bourque by phone at 867 -872-5701 or by  

email jbourque@ssdec.nt.ca .  

Crime Prevention Through the Arts   

Student Dalton Darling attend-
ing Jamie Chabun's Guitar, 
Bass and Drumming  
Workshop. He started the 12-
week program not knowing 
how to play and ended the 
program drumming for State 
of the Art on Canada Day in 
Fort Smith.  Photo: J.Bourque 

These students perform "The Amazing  
Adventures of Robinson Cruseo" to a crowd of 
300 people after only practicing for one week. 
Photo: J. Bourque 

mailto:jbourque@ssdec.nt.ca
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(Cover Story continuedé.) 

Northern Images Manager, Mr.  Colin Dempsey reported that following the event he received several emails from guests who 

attended, and their feedback was extremely positive, òI received emails from people who attended,  thanking us for hosting such a 

professional and well -run event.  They also noted that the quality of the crafts being sold was very high.  The media coverage w e 

received was very good and helped to bring more attention to the event and to the arts being showcasedó. 
 

To showcase the talent of the Sahtu performers, an evening of storytelling, music and drumming took place at the Prince of Wa les 

Museum and was comprised of the Deline drummers, Thomas Manuel, George Mandeville, Stephen Kakfwi and Paul Andrew who 

acted as both a performer and as the MC.  
 

For more information about this initiative,  please contact the Sahtu regional ITI office at: (867) 587 -7167 

 

Since before the time of European contact, embroidery has been the art form 

women used to add beauty to their clothing and to express their individual 

creativity.    Although porcupine quills have given way to beads and geometric 

designs have been replaced by floral ones, the cultural role of embroidery 

continues in the NWT today.  

 

Brightly coloured seed beads first became available to the Great Slave Lake 

Region about the middle of the 19th century, from the Hudsonõs Bay Company. 

About the same time, Métis introduced new designs to local women who were 

using porcupine quills to make European designs of zigzags, lines, repeated 

triangles and diamonds.   

 

The women welcomed and enjoyed the brightly colored beads and new designs. 

Beads could be used far more freely and easily than the scarcer quills. Owning 

beads reflected increased social standing and wealth and wearing them advertised it. By the end of the 19thcentury, distincti ve 

regional styles had developed reflecting the adaptability, creativity and innovation of the Dene and Métis beadworkers.  Various  

materials, such as moose and caribou hides, stroud and coloured velvet can be used as canvas for beading. Black velvet was a 

popular backing in the early 20th century. A flour and water paste is applied using a pointed instrument, to draw pattern out lines on 

velvet. Charcoal, lead pencil or ink are used on hide.     

 

Today, most beading is done with artificial sinew or dental floss. However, natural sinew is still commonly used for sewing b ead s along 

edges where they are vulnerable to wear.  Decorative beading can be either sewn or woven. Almost all sewn beadwork is òcrouchedó, 

a technique that uses the overlaid or spot stitch. The pattern is beaded first and the background filled in afterwards.    The mo st 

common technique for woven beadwork is the square weave on a loom.  This style is used in jewelry, headbands, and belts when 

straight beaded lines are desired.  

 

For more than 150 years, beaded clothing has made an impressive fashion statement across the NWT.  A 

seamstressõs industry, skills and creativity reflects individual and family prestige as she captures the colors 

of summer and contains their brilliance for continued pleasure during the days of brief winter light and 

endless snow.  

For more information about beadwork and to watch a short video, please visit our website at:  

http://www.nwtarts.com/Beadwork.aspx  

  

 Sahtu in the Arts Show 2009  

Deline Drummer (L-R) Warren Baton, Bruce Kenny, Dave Taniton, Gordon Taniton, Kenny Neyelle, and 
Charlie Neyelle 

Sahtu in the Arts 2009 Contingent (L-R) Charlie Neyelle, Collin Dempsey, Betty Takazo Jr., Gina Neyelle, Bertha 
Kenny, Leanne Taneton, Richard Andrew, Mary Bernard, Antoine Mountain, Janet Grandjambe, Judy Lafferty, 
Andy Short, Warren Baton and Gordon Taniton. 

 LEARN MORE ABOUT BEADWORK 

Janet Grandjambe , Fort Good Hope artist sews beadwork onto hide pattern. 

http://www.nwtarts.com/Beadwork.aspx

