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}Benefits of Tourism

}Sustainable Tourism

}Contractor recommendations based on 
consultation, and ITI responses



1. Economic

2. Cultural

3. Environmental

Tourism development can have both positive and 
negative impacts; maximizing benefits, and 
minimizing the negatives, can be achieved 
through community based tourism development 
conducted on principles of sustainability

Aboriginal Tourism

Benefits of Tourism



Tourism brings new dollars into a region or 
community, and is therefore an export 
industry, equivalent to mining, oil or gas 
development

Tourism allows participation of small 
businesses in a variety of areas: 
accommodation (guest houses, B&Bõs), 
tour services, restaurants, gas stations,  
and local arts and crafts

Aboriginal Tourism

Benefits of Tourism: Economic



Tourism can support the continuation of local 
culture and language by creating demand 
services and products built on authenticity

Tourism can encourage interest and pride in 
younger generations in their culture, 
history and heritage
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Benefits of Tourism: Cultural



Tourism can support the preservation of natural 
areas of significant ecological and cultural 
value by creating demand for services built 
around these areas (this demand must be 
carefully managed) 

Demand for these services generates not only 
financial resources to manage these areas, but 
demonstrates to government and industry 
that the natural attributes of natural areas 
have a value to society in their pristine state 
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Benefits of Tourism: Environmental
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Consultant Recommendations and 
ITI Responses



}Aboriginal Tourism Champions Advisory 
Council

}Aboriginal Tourism Product Development 
Officer



}Aboriginal Tourism Champions Forum in 
spring of 2011



}Outcome of the Aboriginal Tourism 
Champions Forum



}Analysis will be conducted by ITI based on 
existing studies and data

}Preliminary scan complete



}Tourism business development workshops 
and tourism awareness presentations are 
currently delivered throughout the NWT



}NWT Tourism will be consulted on standards 
and certification



}Subcommittee of NWT Tourism for Aboriginal 
Tourism



}ITI will seek funds through Tourism 2015 to 
promote Aboriginal tourism

}General business and tourism specific loan 
and contribution program currently exist to 
assist Aboriginal entrepreneurs



}ITI will work with the Canadian Tourism 
Human Resource Council (CTHRC) on the 
occupational standards that already exist 
for tourism and see if it is possible to adapt 
them for use in the NWT.



}ITI will continue to deliver training 
workshops in the communities. 



}ITI and the Business Development & 
Investment Corporation (BDIC) currently 
offer various training workshops and 
seminars on business development to the 
tourism industry. 



}Economic Development Officers (EDOs) will 
continue to provide business development 
assistance to all clients, including 
Aboriginal tourism businesses.



}The Aboriginal Tourism Champions will be 
tasked with developing product standards.



}ITI currently delivers tourism awareness 
programs in the communities, including to 
Aboriginal organizations. ITI will work with 
the Aboriginal tourism businesses and 
organizations on promoting awareness of 
this sector and advising them of any 
business opportunities that may arise



}ITI business assistance programs currently 
recognize lifecycle stages of business 
development.



}ITI is constantly working on streamlining 
the licensing process. 


